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Mrs Glenys Godfrey; Mr Tony Simpson 

YOUTH SERVICES 
168. Mrs G.J. GODFREY to the Minister for Community Services; Youth: 
The minister was recently in my electorate for an event that he co-hosted with the Western Australian Council of 
Social Service for youth services providers. Can the minister update the house on what the Liberal–National 
government is doing to support young people in Belmont and the wider community? 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON replied: 
I thank the member for Belmont for her interest in youth in Western Australia, particularly the Belmont area. 
Every couple of months we host a lunch with the Western Australian Council of Social Service to discuss issues 
concerning that community sector, which comprises 350 not-for-profit organisations in Western Australia, 
150 of which are funded through the Department of Commerce. The meeting we hosted last month focused on 
youth. We had representation from Fairbridge Western Australia, Leeuwin Ocean Adventures, Scouts Australia, 
Girl Guides Western Australia and, of course, boys town and Propel Youth Arts.  

It was great to hear straight from the sector what is happening with youth, and it is important to recognise the 
government money that has been spent on the south east corridor, including $100 000 on youth services and over 
$2 million provided through the Department of Local Government and Communities.  

In discussing youth services, it is great to acknowledge 20 years of the cadet program in Western Australia. 
Earlier this month, I hosted an event at a school in the northern suburbs to recognise 20 years of Cadets WA. The 
cadets are a fantastic program for high school students, and even younger students, to get involved in youth 
leadership programs, developing not only leadership and survival skills, but also everything that goes with that 
whole cadet program. In the last year, we have added bush ranger cadets to the program, which go with police 
ranger cadets, Red Cross cadets and Army cadets. The cadet program is a fantastic process and so many youth in 
our community are involved in it. Next month is Youth Week, which is an exciting time, with over 100 events 
happening in Western Australia. I look forward to updating the house on that next month, but today it is 
important to acknowledge the great work done by these not-for-profit organisations with the Department of 
Local Government and Communities to deliver some great services for youth in Western Australia.  
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